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What is an easter egg?
“An easter egg must be a hidden feature of the game, yet it has to fit the 
game's atmosphere, and it must be possible for players to find it.” 

“An easter egg makes sense only when it executes, yet it should be 
executed only rarely.”

T. A. Limoncelli, “Operational excellence in april fools’ pranks” 
Communications of the ACM, vol. 61, no. 3, pp. 54–57, 2018
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The First?
Adventure (1980) introduced the phrase 
``Easter egg''.

In Moonlander (1973), if the player flies far 
enough from the moon, they encounter a 
McDonald's restaurant.
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The First Cheat Code
The text game Colossal Cave Adventure (1976) 
introduced the first cheat code: xyzzy. 

It was used to skip sections of the game.
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The First Arcade!
Starship 1 (1977), one of the earliest arcade 
games that had an Easter egg, a simple 
message “Hi Ron!”, was unknown until 2017.
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The First Famous?
Some Easter Eggs are not intentional, like the 
KONAMI CODE for the game Gradius (1985). 

The developer used the code to test the game 
quickly and forgot to remove the code before 
release to the Nintendo Entertainment System.

7



KONAMI CODE?
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KONAMI CODE?
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The First Hidden 
Character? 
The first Mortal Kombat (1992) had the first 
hidden character: Reptile. 

The steps to get the character were so 
convoluted that most players did not believe it 
was possible.
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The First “The Joke is 
on You!”

In the game Hexen (1995), if you use the first 
Doom cheat codes the character will either die or 
lose everything.
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We need 
data…
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7G83uiPa90k


Problem: 
how to 
categorize 
4K+ Easter 
Eggs? 
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The Method

Categ. Conf. Reas.

['Hidden 
Audio']

[0.7] ['The 
easter 
egg 
involves 
a 
hidden
…
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Which 
categories 
of Easter 
Eggs?
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The Method

Categ. Description

Hidden Audio Hidden sound 
bites, music 
tracks, or 
dialogues.
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Is Easter Egg a feature?

Easter Eggs in Games VS Software

Which other things can we see in the data?

Will the magazine even consider this paper?

So now what?
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